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George Addis 

Adamson 
 

A few days after George's 

death, his parents received a 

telegram with the tragic 

news. In his last will, George had 

stated that his parents should inherit all 

his belongings, a meager comfort for 

them. 

 

Robert, George's oldest brother, did not survive the 

First World War either. He was killed in France on 23 

April 1917 and his name can be found today on the 

Arras Memorial, which commemorates nearly 35,000 British, 

South African and New Zealand missing soldiers, meaning his 

body was not identified after the war. 

 

 

Robert and Robina had to bear the loss of their two 

sons for many years to come. It is not known 

exactly when they died. Two of George's brothers 

died relatively young: Alistair in 1945 at the age of 

43 in San Francisco (US), Graham in 1949 when he 

was only 39 years old.  

← Arras Memorial (CWGC) 

Obituary George (National Archives) → 
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George's parents found comfort in their faith after their sons fell. They donated a 

baptismal font to St. Johns Church, where Robert was the minister. They dedicated 

their gift to God and to their deceased sons, as can be seen from the inscription. 

 

After the First World War, a monument was 

erected in Ardrossan for the fallen of the city. 

In addition to the 150 names of those who 

died, the front of the cross also refers to the 

local community. Saint Columba, a figure from Celtic 

Christianity, stands for religion. Two Scottish medieval 

warriors represent the army and the navy. At the 

bottom are three Scottish celebrities: a poet, an 

inventor and an explorer. They symbolize peace.  
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Arthur Heather 

Aitken  
 

About a week and a half after 

Arthur fell, his mother Isaline 

was notified of his death. 

Shortly thereafter, a death notice was 

published in several newspapers. More 

often than in other countries, photos of 

the fallen were published in New 

Zealand, to immortalize their faces. 

 
 

Both Isaline and Arthur’s brother William moved to 

Auckland after the war. Isaline died in 1938, William 

in 1960. The Aitkins’ farm still exists today.  

← Aitkin Estate (Morrinsville Museum) 
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After the First World War, many New Zealand towns and villages wanted to erect memorials to those who died. 

Morrinsville was no exception. Funds were acquired and the construction of an obelisk began in early 1922. The 

monument, which cost £1,500, a huge amount of money at the time, was made of both local and Australian 

granite. In April 1922, the monument was inaugurated by Lord Jellicoe, the Governor General of New Zealand, in 

front of a large gathering. To this day, a memorial service is held at the monument every year on Anzac Day, on April 25. 

 

Arthur was an avid rifle shooter. During the interwar period, an 

"Arthur H. Aitken Memorial Cup" was organized in his honour 

several times in Morrinsville by the local shooting club.  

← Morrinsville War Memorial, 2007 

(Michael Gribble) 

 

Inauguration of the monument, 1922 

(Morrinsville Museum) ↓ 
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James Edward 

Anderson 
 

Lottie, James' widow, received a 

letter in December 1917 with the 

news that her husband had died. 

After the September 20 attack, it may not 

have been immediately clear what exactly 

had happened to James. If a soldier did not 

return after an attack and there were no 

witnesses to his death or the body was not 

found, it might mean that he had been taken 

prisoner. To verify this, prisoner of war lists in Germany were checked via 

the International Red Cross. This took some time, which may explain why 

Lottie received the message so late. 

 

Lottie was sent a few of James’ personal belongings in early 

1918: footwear, some photos, a wallet, postcards and scissors. 

The items were probably recovered in his unit's encampment 

far behind the battlefield. 

 

Irene was seven years old when she lost her father. But 

Dorothy was not even a year old when James was killed. 

Today’s descendants of Dorothy assume that James was 

never able to see his youngest daughter. 
 

Notification of James’ death → 
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After the war, Lottie received a bronze Memorial Plaque and 

three standard medals in tribute to her fallen husband: the 

1914-15 Star, British War Medal and Victory Medal. In addition 

to her widow's pension, these were a small consolation to her. 

Although the medals could not compensate for the loss of her husband, 

she and her descendants kept them carefully. 

 

Throughout her life, Dorothy preserved a postcard that James sent to 

her. It is one of the few tangible memories she had of a father she never 

knew.  
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Neville Henry 

Arden  
 

Shortly after Neville 

died, his mother 

Fanny was informed. 

She carefully kept some of her 

son's possessions, including a 

series of cartoons that Neville 

drew in 1907.  

 
 

Neville's mother 

probably also received 

some personal items 

from Europe, including 

"The Active Service Writing 

Companion," a booklet with 

writing paper, envelopes and a 

pencil. 
 

  

Personal belongings of Neville 

(Puke Ariki)   → 
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On 22 November 1917, Neville’s obituary was posted in the 

Auckland Weekly News (right). In New Zealand, an obitiary 

often included a photo to immortalize the face of the fallen 

soldier. 
 

A few weeks later, on 2 January 1918, the local newspaper the Taranaki 

Herald published an article detailing how Neville died (left). In a letter to 

Fanny, Lieutenant Rohan described his final moments.  

Neville’s field grave near Aisne and Somme Farm, late 1917 - early 1918. ↓ 
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John Nicholas 

Crowley 
 

The loss of John was a heavy blow to his wife and children. For his mother Bridget, by 

then 75 years old, it meant one more great sorrow. Her son Matthew, a younger 

brother to John, had already died in the Battle of Gallipoli, Turkey, in 1915. 

 

After the October 12 attack, it was not immediately clear what exactly had happened 

to John. His wife and children remained in limbo for months. Although the family had 

been notified in writing that John had not returned to his unit, they wanted to know 

more about exactly what had happened. 

 

Oswald, John's son, sent a letter to the 

Australian Red Cross Society in late 

November 1917. The Red Cross collected 

information about prisoners of war through sister 

organizations in Germany and Switzerland. They also 

went through official lists of fallen soldiers and 

prisoners, and interviewed possible witnesses. 

 

The Red Cross soon confirmed that John was missing. At 

the beginning of 1918, the Australian military services 

sent an official verdict: "killed in action". Finally, on 4 

July 1918, the Red Cross announced that their findings 

confirmed this conclusion.  

Detail of testimony in John’s dossier, Australian Red Cross records (National 

Archives of Australia). ↓ 
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John Nicholas junior ("Jack"), Oswald James and 

Reginald Baden, three of James’ sons, also signed up 

as war volunteers. Thomas, born in 1906, was too 

young to sign up. 

 

Born in 1900, Reginald served in the same 

unit as his father. He was killed on 4 April 

1918, when he was shot at close range by a 

German officer with a revolver, during an 

attack on Hangard Wood near Villers-

Bretonneux, France. At the time of his death, 

he was only 18 years old. Reginald had lied 

about his age when he registered in 1916. 

 

 

 

After the war, a memorial was 

erected for John and Reginald at 

Temora Cemetery, a kind of final 

resting place close to their home.  

Published letter from John's eldest son John Nicholas about his father's death. 

(Cootamundra Herald, 24 July 1918) → 

Reginald (Australian 

War Memorial) ↓ 
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William Waterstone 

Dick 
 

 William was evacuated twice for 

medical reasons during the war. 

His mother Marion received a 

message each time, one in July 1916 to 

report that her son was suffering gunshot 

wounds to his neck and shoulder, and one 

in May 1917 mentioning shell shock, or war 

neurosis due to traumatic events at the 

front. 

 

After the war, relatives could have a text put on the 

gravestone of their fallen relative. William's father probably 

got his inspiration from a biblical fragment and chose to 

engrave "HIS WARFARE'S O’ER”.   
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Many relatives of those killed during the war felt the need to visit the place where their loved one had died or 

disappeared. They gave a final salute to a cemetery or a monument to give a place to the loss. After the war, 

some social organizations enabled family members to make the crossing, such as the British Legion, which 

organized special pilgrimages for surviving relatives. Tens of thousands traveled to Ypres in the 1920s. Often they 

were women, sometimes accompanied by a husband, a father or a son, but more often a mother, sister or 

daughter, because their husband, son or father had not returned. 

 

During the interbellum, many 

group trips to the former 

battlefields were organized. 

James, William's younger 

brother, visited Ypres in 1938 with a group 

of veterans from Larbert, a small town 

near Falkirk where he was probably living. 

He also visited his brother's grave. In July 

2017, nearly a hundred years after 

William's death, James’ son and 

granddaughter did the same, leaving a 

cross on William's grave. 

 

 

  
← James Dick at the Menin Gate, 

     back row, centre, 1938. 
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Edwin Patrick  

Fitzgerald  
 

Edwin's wife Mabel lived in 

Toronto while her husband 

served in Europe. There she 

received the tragic news only a few weeks 

after Edwin's death. For Mabel, who had 

been hospitalized for a long time because 

of illness, it was the second major blow in a 

few months. Shortly after Edwin left, the 

couple had another child who lived for 

only seven weeks. 

 

 

 

After the war, relatives 

could put a text on the 

gravestone of their fallen 

relative. Mabel, by then 

living back in the United States, had 

two sentences engraved that point to 

Edwin's beliefs and the sense of loss 

his absence caused his family. 

Detail from Edwins’ service record ↑ 
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Besides Edwin, at least 12 soldiers of American 

origin are buried at Tyne Cot Cemetery. Most of 

them fought under the Canadian flag; three served 

with the British, one with the New Zealanders and one with the 

Royal Air Force. 
 

In addition, 17 Americans are commemorated on the Tyne Cot 

Memorial. They all served in British units. 

 
In June 2017, the American Legion, an organization 

whose primary purpose was to honour veterans and 

fallen American soldiers, launched the "Adopt a US 

Tommy" project. It enabled people to adopt the 

grave of an American who fought and died in the service of a 

Commonwealth nation in World War I or World War II. 

 

The intention was that the adopter paid appropriate attention to 

the adopted soldier, visiting his grave several times a year, 

laying flowers and looking up information about him. 

 

Edwin's grave was adopted in 2017. The adopter honoured the 

soldier by adding him to "The Passchendaele Archives", a 

project of the Memorial Museum Passchendaele 1917 that is 

intended to give a face to the individuals behind the names in 

WWI cemeteries and monuments, and tell their stories.  
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Edmund 

Gray 
 

A certain Captain Robert 

Samuel Flood wrote a letter 

to Edmund's family in early 

September 1917. In it he talks about 

the circumstances in which Edmund 

died. Captain Flood reports that 

Edmund had attended to the wounded 

throughout the attack and had 

transferred them to the dressing 

station. In the evening, shortly before his unit was relieved, 

Edmund was killed by a shell while helping a wounded soldier. His 

companions, not wishing to leave him, buried Edmund in no man's 

land. Unfortunately, his field grave was not identified after the war. 
 

 

Sadie Alderdyce had a hard time coping with her 

fiancé's death. She was seen walking on country lanes 

crying and talking to herself. In those days, outward 

expressions of emotions were often not appreciated by 

the local community. She was driven nearly mad with grief, and 

few people showed understanding for her behaviour. 
 

Over time, Sadie became engaged to another man. She moved with her husband to the Northern Irish city of Londonderry, 

far from the region that reminded her of Edmund. Sadie died there during the birth of her first child. 

↑ Letter from Captain R. S. Flood, 8 September 1917 
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A grandson of Edmund's sister, Anna, described in 2020 how 

Sadie's grief was further tested: “I'm ashamed to say that […] my 

grandmother Anna, and two of her sisters Lucinda and Sarah-Jane, 

visited Sadie and asked her to return all the presents, jewellery, etc. that 

Eddie had ever given her. As far as I know, she complied, which is how the 

brooch with her picture and Eddie's came to be found with my grandmother's 

jewellery when she died. It seems an incredibly cruel and harsh thing to do at 

this distance in time, but my grandmother justified it to my mother many 

years later by saying that she was going to belong to another man and Eddie 

would no longer be part of her life, whereas he would always be their 

brother.” 

 

In 2014, the Woodland Trust planted Brackfield Wood in Northern Ireland in 

memory of those killed in the First World War. Stanley McMinn, Edmund's 

nephew, planted a tree for his uncle in the wood. In 2019, another family 

member, John Gray, honoured his great uncle by adding him to 'The Passchendaele 

Archives', a project of the Memorial Museum Passchendaele 1917. As a result of the 

press attention caused by the tree planting, the museum was able to bring John and 

Stanley, who did not know each other, together in 2020.  

↓ Brackfield Wood.               Detail of an information panel in Brackfield Wood. → 

 

↓ Stanley McMinn (second from left) during the tree 

planting. 
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William Daniel  

Holborne  
 

When her husband was 

killed, Blanche, William's 

wife, lived in Vancouver, 

the capital of British Columbia. There 

she received the tragic news shortly 

after her husband's death. 

 

 

A Memorial Cross Card 

is included in Edwin's 

service record. It tells us that William’s medals and a 

bronze Memorial Plaque ("P. & S.", a kind of 

commemorative medallion) were sent to Blanche in 1920. William's 

mother, who still lived in England, received a Memorial Cross. This 

Canadian badge of honor was designed for widows and mothers of 

Canadians who fell during the First World War, as a "memento of 

personal loss and sacrifice". 

 
 

 Shortly after the war, a monument was erected in Vernon 

for the fallen of the city. It commemorates 124 World War I 

casualties, as well as those who died in World War II and 

the Korean war of 1950-1953.   

Memorial Cross ↑ 
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It was not easy for William's family to visit the distant 

grave of their loved one. Blanche therefore had a 

memorial stone erected at the Vernon cemetery. It also 

mentions their deceased infant son Richard. 

 

In 1919 William was included in the National Memorial 

Album of Canadian Heroes, a memorial book with 

hundreds of photos and names of Canadian 

casualties.  



Research workshop Passchendaele Archives – Memorial Museum Passchendaele 1917 

Clarence Smith 

Jeffries 
 

The first major battle Clarence 

experienced was the Battle of 

Messines, where he was wounded 

in his thigh on 9 June while conducting a 

reconnaissance patrol. For his courage, he 

was promoted to captain on June 26. By 

September he had recovered sufficiently to 

rejoin his unit. 

 

On the day that Clarence Jeffries was killed, his company 

was held up by two bunkers. He organized and led a 

"bombing party" to the site, a group of men who eliminated 

resistance nests with hand grenades. Thirty-five enemy 

soldiers were captured. Clarence then led his 

company to their final target under heavy fire. 

 

A little later, his battalion was delayed by a machine-

gun post. Jeffries led a second bombing party and 

managed to eliminate the point of resistance, but he 

was killed during this action. For his courage and 

initiative, he was posthumously awarded the Victoria 

Cross, the highest British military award.  
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 Many locations in Australia remind us today of Clarence 

Jeffries. Barbara, Clarence's mother, died in 1954. Shortly 

before her death, she donated her son's Victoria Cross to Christ 

Church Cathedral in Newcastle, New South Wales. Today the decoration 

is on display in the cathedral. 

 

Clarence Jeffries is commemorated elsewhere too, in various ways. For 

example, in Abermain Holy Trinity Anglican Church a memorial chair is 

named after him, donated by his uncle and aunt, and in Abermain a park 

bears his name. In Adamstown, near Newcastle, an entire residential area 

is named after Jeffries. 
 

For a long time, Clarence's story was not generally known in his 

former hometown. Two letters to Clarence's father, including a 

copy signed by King George V, were rescued from a rubbish skip 

in 1998. Waratah Technology School, where the documents were 

found, eventually donated them to the city of Newcastle. 
 

The fact that Clarence won 

a Victoria Cross gives him a 

special appeal. His story is 

told by many guides to 

groups at Tyne Cot Cemetery. Many 

people today place a memorial cross 

or memorabilia at the grave of 

Clarence Jeffries.  



Research workshop Passchendaele Archives – Memorial Museum Passchendaele 1917 

Athol 

Kitchen  
 

Shortly after Athol died, his 

mother Eliza was informed by 

telegram. An obituary was 

posted for him in the Auckland Weekly 

News (right). A photo was often published 

in New Zealand to immortalize the face of 

the fallen. 
 

  
Ashley Kitchen wanted to join the army in 1916, just like his 

brother Athol, but was rejected because of gonorrhoea. In 

mid-1917 he was again declared medically unfit for service 

due to a chronic bladder infection after a riding accident. Ashley was 

never able to join up. 
Details from Ashleys medical file ↓ 
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After the war, a monument was erected in 

Palmerston North for the fallen of the city. It 

records 507 World War I casualties, including 

two nurses. The monument also bears the names 

of victims of World War II and of smaller world 

conflicts. 

 

In remembrance of Athol, his family had some 

obituaries posted in the local newspaper, the 

Manawatu Standard, in the early 1920s. 
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Hugh  

MacInnes  
 

Hugh’s parents were notified shortly after his death, 

but the report gave little information about the 

circumstances in which he died. The MacInnes family 

wanted to know more about what exactly happened and 

inquired of the appropriate authorities. The Circumstances of 

Death Register has the answer they probably received: Hugh 

was taken to Tyne Cot with a wound behind his ear, and there 

he was killed by a shell. 

 
After the war, a monument was erected in Oban for the fallen of the town. 

Besides Hugh, 12 other men are listed on the memorial, all of whom died in 

Canadian service.  

Oban War Memorial → 

 

Circumstances of Death Register (Library and Archives Canada) ↓ 
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In 1920 Flora, Hugh's mother, received medals and a 

Memorial Cross, a Canadian medal specially designed 

for widows and mothers as a "memento of personal 

loss and sacrifice." Hugh's father was sent a bronze 

Memorial Plaque, a kind of memorial medallion. 

 

 
After the war, families could have a text put on the gravestone of 

their fallen relative. Flora chose a quote from a Gaelic song: "Thug 

thu barrachd ann am beus", which translates as "you displayed 

superiority in manners". The fragment comes from a lamentation, 

“Cumha na-h-Oighe”, “Lament for a Maiden”. Although the song is 

about the death of a young woman, it applies equally to the grieving 

process Flora was going through.  

Memorial Cross ↑ 

 

Fragment 'Cumha na-h-Oighe' ↓ 
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Harry 

Moorhouse 
 

Before Harry was deployed to Flanders in 

1917, he was wounded twice, in August 

1915 and in July 1916. Each time he 

returned to his unit and he was decorated several 

times for his commitment. 
 

His son Ronald, meanwhile, rose to the rank of 

captain in his father's battalion. On the day Harry 

died, Ronald advanced with his company to their first 

target, south of the road between ’s Graventafel and Mosselmarkt. Captain 

Ronald Moorhouse was fatally wounded. Later, Harry was shot by a sniper after 

leaving his headquarters to seek medical assistance for his son. 

 

The deaths of Harry and Ronald hit the 

Moorhouse family hard. Their grief was intensified 

by the fact that neither body could be found or 

identified. 

 

Shortly after the death of the Moorhouse father and son, an 

officer sent a letter to the family. He described how Harry 

had died in his arms. For Susanna, Harry's wife, who died in 

1951, the letter was very important. It is the only document 

describing how her husband and son were killed.  

Letter from an unknown officer to the 

Moorhouse family ↑ 

 

← Susanna, Harry’s wife 
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After Harry and Ronald died, Susannah received a telegram from 

Buckingham Palace. A death notice was posted in the newspaper 

and later that month, father and son Moorhouse were 

commemorated in a service at Wakefield Cathedral. 

 

Harry Moorhouse's great-granddaughter Rebecca Lisle attended 

the centennial of the Battle of Passchendaele in 2017. She testified 

about her experiences: “The most moving part of the event was on 

Monday, when we were taken to the place where Harry and Ronald were 

killed. Today it is a beautiful stretch of farmland and the watercourse where 

so many men drowned is just a small stream. It is almost impossible to 

imagine what it was like a century ago and what happened there. What a 

terrible waste.” 

  Telegram from Buckingham Palace ↑ 

 

Obituary in The Daily Mirror, 18 October 

1917 → 

 

Rebecca, Menin Gate, 2017 →→ 

 



Research workshop Passchendaele Archives – Memorial Museum Passchendaele 1917 

Ronald 

Moorhouse 
 

By 1917 Ronald had risen to the rank of 

captain in his father Harry's battalion. On 

the day he fell, Harry was leading the 

battalion to its starting positions. Ronald advanced 

with his company to the first objective, south of the 

road between 's Graventafel and Mosselmarkt. It was 

during this action that he was fatally wounded. 

 

His father Harry was shot dead by a sniper a little 

later, after leaving his headquarters to seek medical attention for his son. 
 

 

The deaths of Harry and Ronald hit the 

Moorhouse family hard. Their grief was 

intensified by the fact that neither body could 

be found or identified. 

 

Shortly after the death of the Moorhouse father and son, 

an officer sent a letter to the family. He described how 

Harry had died in his arms. For Susanna, Harry's wife 

who died in 1951, the letter was very important. It is the 

only document describing how her husband and son 

were killed.  

Letter from an unknown officer to the 

Moorhouse family ↑ 

 

← Susanna, Harry’s wife 
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After Harry and Ronald died, Susannah received a telegram from 

Buckingham Palace. A death notice was posted in the newspaper 

and later that month, father and son Moorhouse were 

commemorated in a service at Wakefield Cathedral. 

 

Harry Moorhouse's great-granddaughter Rebecca Lisle attended 

the centennial of the Battle of Passchendaele in 2017. She 

testified about her experiences: “The most moving part of the 

event was on Monday, when we were taken to the place where Harry and 

Ronald were killed. Today it is a beautiful stretch of farmland and the 

watercourse where so many men drowned is just a small stream. It is almost 

impossible to imagine what it was like a century ago and what happened 

there. What a terrible waste.” 

  Telegram from Buckingham Palace ↑ 

 

Obituary in The Daily Mirror, 18 October 

1917 → 

 

Rebecca, Menin Gate, 2017 →→ 
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Frederick George 

Nash 
 

Shortly after Frederick's death, 

his parents received two letters 

informing them of the tragic 

news. 

 

As a memento, an officer offered his 

mother Harriet a photo of the platoon 

Frederick led. 

 

 

 Frederick's family had a prayer card 

printed after his death, a practice quite 

unusual in the UK. 

 

This may have to do with the fact that Frederick's 

body was never identified. After the war, families 

could have a text put on the gravestone of their 

fallen relative, but because Frederick had to be 

commemorated on Tyne Cot Memorial, that was 

not possible. 

 

The prayer card includes a hymn: ‘Now the 

labourer’s task is o’er’.  
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In 1923 a monument was inaugurated in Sandhurst for the 

fallen of the village. As well as Frederick, the monument 

commemorates 33 other victims of the First World War. A 

memorial panel was also erected in the local Saint 

Nicholas Church. 

 

Sandhurst's war memorial is special because it was designed by 

architect Sir Edwin Landseer Lutyens, one of the chief architects of 

what became the Commonwealth War Graves Commission. He was 

the designer of 58 memorials in Britain and abroad, including the 

Whitehall Cenotaph, the United Kingdom's national war memorial in 

London.  
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William 

Rhodes 
 

Shortly after William was killed, his wife Annie 

was informed of the tragic news. Annie had a 

prayer card printed for her husband, a practice 

quite uncommon in the UK. 

 

After the war, the family could have a text put on 

the gravestone of their fallen relative. Annie chose 

a short but powerful message.  
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Annie probably saw her husband for the last time in early 1917, 

when he was on leave. On 18 September 1917, more than a month 

and a half after William died, their youngest daughter Irene was 

born. 

 

In the early 2000s, Irene and her family visited her father's grave and the 

former battlefields near Ypres. She also visited archaeological excavations in 

the area. Irene, the daughter her father never knew, passed away in 

Manchester in 2007 at the age of 90. 

  

Irene Rhodes, probably early 1918 ↑ 

 

 

 

Irene Rhodes during excavation of a First 

World War archaeological site → 
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Richard Léon  

Verhaeghe  
 

Shortly after Richard was killed, his wife 

Augusta was notified by telegram. In 

1920, Augusta received a bronze 

Memorial Plaque and several medals in 

tribute to her fallen husband. In addition to her 

widow's pension, these were a small consolation 

for the loss of her husband.  
 
 

 Augusta, who never remarried, did not manage to 

visit Richard's grave, nor did her children. In 2017, 

granddaughter Roberta became the first Canadian 

blood relative to visit the grave of Richard 

Verhaeghe. On October 14 she participated in "Silent City 

Meets Living City", an event organized by the Memorial 

Museum Passchendaele 1917, in which more than 7,000 

people illuminated the graves of Tyne Cot Cemetery. 

 

Later, on the centenary of Richard's death, a flower was 

placed on his grave and a wreath was laid under the Menin 

Gate, during the Last Post ceremony. On the same day, 

Roberta's friends in Canada put flowers on the graves of his 

wife, son and daughter. 
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Richard is the only Belgian-born soldier buried at Tyne Cot 

Cemetery. However, he is not the only man with a Belgian 

background to have died in the Battle of Passchendaele. 

 

Firmin Deplancke was born in Gullegem in the province of West 

Flanders in 1892. He made the crossing to Canada in the early 20th 

century and returned to his native country as a Canadian soldier. 

Firmin was fatally wounded on 10 November 1917, north of 

Passchendaele. He was brought back as a mortally wounded soldier 

and eventually buried at Ypres Reservoir Cemetery. 

 

 

William (Willem) Vangheluwe also died on 10 November 1917, south of Passchendaele. He came from Roeselare, a city 

about 10 kilometres northeast of the place where he fell. Today William is commemorated on the Menin Gate. 

 

Many men with a migrant background are buried at Tyne 

Cot Cemetery, like the Australian Henry de Voogd, the 

son of Dutch migrants. He was killed on 12 October 1917 

while defending the front line at Broodseinde, just south 

of Tyne Cot. 

 

It also frequently happened that men with a German background 

served with the Allies. The Australian Phillip Schubert died on 12 or 

13 October 1917, also in the vicinity of Tyne Cot Cemetery. His 

grandparents were Germans who had emigrated to Australia. 

  

Firmin Deplancke (left) en William Vangheluwe (right) ↑ 

 

Henry de Voogd (left) and Phillip Schubert (right) → 
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James 

Wilkinson 
 

Shortly after James was 

killed, his wife Barbara 

was notified. Both his wife 

and his son George would receive a 

pension for several years as the 

family of a fallen soldier. 
 

After the war, the family could have 

a text put on the gravestone of their fallen relative. 

Barbara chose a short but powerful message.  
Pension document for Barbara and George Wilkinson (National Archives) ↑ 
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In 1935 a memorial cross was inaugurated in 

Wheatley Hill to honour the fallen from the village. 

Besides William, the monument commemorates 182 

other victims of the First World War. 
 

The Wheatley Hill war memorial was originally located in the 

Miners' Welfare Park, where miners and their families could 

relax on days off. 

 

Because of vandalism, it was 

moved to the chapel of Wheatley 

Hill Cemetery in 2005. 

 

The chapel that is next to the war memorial today 

houses the Wheatley Hill Heritage Centre, a local 

heritage organization. 

 

After relocating the war memorial, the heritage centre 

decided to map all addresses in Wheatley Hill from where 

someone had left for the front during the First World War. 

The vast majority of the houses, nearly 400 addresses, 

could be associated with at least one soldier, often a person 

who was killed during the war. 
 

Wheatley Hill 1914-1918 Interactive Map, detail (wheatley-hill.org.uk) → 

 


